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Food is the necessity to maintain the survival of mankind, its safety is not only 
related to everyone’s health and life, but also related to the country's political 
stability, social harmony and economic development. In recent years, frequent 
occurrence of food safety incidents, caused governments to pay high attention to and 
have great efforts to govern food safety. But the situation is becoming more and 
more serious, the only power coming from government to solve the food safety has 
appeared to be inadequate. With the rise of Civil Society, the Third Sector more and 
more participate the governance of public affairs, especially in the people’s 
livelihood. As a top priority livelihood issue, food safety needs the participation of 
the Third Sector more. 
Through combing the domestic and international related researches on the food 
safety governance and the participation of the Third Sector, expounding the 
theoretical basis and the practical needs of the participation of the Third Sector in 
food safety governance, analyses the necessity and feasibility of the participation of 
the Third Sector in food safety governance in China. Through review of previous 
adjustments of the mode of food safety governance in China, analyses the reasons of 
their failures. Through introducing the successful experience of the mode of food 
safety governance in developed countries and China’s Taiwan region, get 
enlightenment on the reform of the mode of food safety governance in China. The 
study found that the mode of food safety governance in which government as the 
single subject has been difficult to cope with the increasingly serious situation of 
food safety governance, the Third Sector must be participated, to form the new mode 
of food safety governance which is led by government and participated by the Third 
Sector. 
Based on the above research, five suggestions for the participation of the Third 
Sector in food safety governance have been put forward: First, make full use of the 
role of self-regulation of industry associations; Second, promote the development 













 consumers; Third, encourage and regulate the participation of the news media; 
Fourth, reduce the costs of public participation; Fifth, promote the development of 
the third-party testing agency. 
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